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out of the hands of the Desais, whose influence, as shown above, was too great. In 1817, when Mr. Morison introduced triennial ryatvdri settlements, a rough measurement was undertaken, but the basis of the revision was an estimate of the crop-produce of fields, from which average rates per 'bigJid were deduced. The measurement brought a large excess of unrecorded and una&sessed land to light, and the crop estimates doubled the rice rates and increased those on dry crop 50 per cent, beyond what they had been in the time of the Mahrattas. Hence the prosperity of the district declined. The more scientific measurements carried out subsequently by Capt. Newport's survey were of little use, as no boundary marks were erected. The pressure of assessment in 1817 was in Siipa Es. 10 13a. lip., and in Ptirchol Es. 14 la. 7p., or, including rent-free vdda< (^rass preserves) amounting to 14,510 acres, Rs. 7 lOa. 9p. These heavy rates, levied notwithstanding falling prices, amounting to two-fifths in the ten years before the crisis, necessitated the grant of large annual remissions. The instalments at this time were levied before the crops were sold, or* in some cases even before they ripened. This system was changed in 1881, and the security of Patels in place of moneylenders was ordered to be taken for payment of revenue. In 1822-23 the average rate per acre had risen to Es. 7 14a. 9p., but this was reduced by Mr. Chambers's revision in 1833 to Es. 5 7a. 4p. The result of this, in 1838, was found to be that the outstanding balance of Es. 79,689 had been paid off, and the cultivated area had increased by 10,000 liyhas. Meanwhile irrigation had risen from 708 lighas in 1833 to 1,634 in 1838, and 107 new wells had been built. There were also 250 new houses, and 124 families had immigrated into the subdivision.
By Mr. Liddell's revision in 1837-38, the average rate, inclusive of vddd9 fell further to Es. 4 7a. 6p. In 1844-45 the rates in Piirchol were supposed to be lowered 25 per cent., but the average rate came to Es. 5 13a. 5p., and the average on the whole subdivision, rose to Es. 4 15a. 9p. From this time up to 1861 annual settlements were made on the Talatis' (village accountants') reports of new land taken up, the assessment on the old remaining as before. By the Survey measurements an increase of 4 per cent, in the cultivated area over that recorded for 1866-67 was brought